Department of Conservation
Te Papa Atawhai

Our ref : LCO-01-99-01-01

20 January 2012

Mr David Kaye
128 Marsden Bay Drive
RUAKAKA

Dear Mr Kaye

OFFICIAL INFORMATION REQUEST

| refer to your official information requests[2], both via Email, of 10 December 2011
requesting

1.

Copies of all email and written correspondence between the Northland DOC
and the Northland Regional Council and staff that mention, include or
preclude to the any of the following words or topics :

Kite

Kitesurfing
Kiteboarding

Kite boarding

Board riding
Ruakaka River Mouth
Ruakaka Estuary
Waipu River Mouth
Waipu Estuary

The date range is the last two years — 10 December 2009 to 10 December
2011.

Copies of all the submissions and raw data collected from the Ruakaka
Wildiife Refuge consultation which closed on 30 September 2011,

Please find enclosed the information which you requested.

Yours sincerely

Sue Reed-Thomas ¥
AREA MANAGER WHANGAREI

DOCDM-897465/ph



Y| Department of Conservation
\\‘V Te Papa Atawhai

Ruakaka Wildlife Refuge Management Proposal

Background
The Ruakaka Wildlife Refuge was established over 50 years ago and today is still a

significant bird roosting, foraging and nesting site. Unfortunately with the rapidly

growing population and use of the Bream Bay area for a variety of rec ona!

activities, there has been increasing levels of disturbance to the wﬂdinf hted

by concerns raised about kiteboarding within the refuge. @

Over the past two years the Department has made observat Hected d .
to determine the types and level of disturbance of all users a d resu[ts f this
information is the basis of the proposed management a

What are our management objectives?

1. to minimise adverse pressures on the shore r the wild i@f ge

2. enhance the native flora and fauna V&

3. gain support and engagement of the and vi

4. promote the features of the Ruakak efuge and tourism asset

How are we proposing to mlmmusemst e ang l@ac o the birds in the

Refuge?

The Whangarei Area will be a ho tstic t approach which will

incorporate all of the fo[lown

1. extend the Ruakaka fuge ru snuaryhto cover the northern extent to at
least 100m north of nt for to cover the whole of the estuary
mouth)

2. introduce a pro N reste iteboarding and similar sports within the

wildlife refu
3. develo route ampground to the ocean
4. mstal fencing a roosting sites at key times

5. edu%t;on/pub C awareness campaign.
lﬂ@vm e Comm

anme% edges that successful ongoing management of this refuge is

ity understanding and appreciating its values. So rather than
posing this proposal onto the community, has decided to find out

ft @tw thinks and recommends.
T erartment will be consulting with the community on the management proposal
he-summer period.



Lynnie Gibson

From: Lynnie Gibson
Sent: Wednesday, 24 August 2011 5.56 p.m.
To: Andrew Riddeli; Barry Ashbridge
~ Subject: FW: Kite surfers &t Ruakaka: NRC letter sent to the kite surfers ICE421441

Andrew, Barry
& either of you able to assist Jacquie here?

Tinie

'om: Jacquie Reed [mailto:JacquieR@nrc.govt.nz] /
int: Thursday, 18 August 2011 11:24 a.m.

» Lynnie Gibson

it Sue Hicks; Jim Lyle

ibject: RE: Kite surfers at Ruakaka: NRC letter sent to the kite surfers ICE471411

Lynnie '

it possible for you to provide me with a definition of an estuary so that i de it nMIRG&\raview of the Maritime Safety
-law. The idea is that we exclude kite boarders from operating in est uakaka & v/ The definition must have a
:0d reference that can be used reliably in any challenge. Is there estu e-sufrent Wildlife Refuge Act ?

N you email me and Jim as soon as possible please.
tanks
cquie @ g §

(a8

om: Lynnie Gibson [mailto:lgibson@doc.govt.n
:nt: Tuesday, 18 January 2011 11:16 a.m

12 Jacquie Reed @ '

ibject: RE: Kite surfers at Ruakaka: NR t to th k't@f rs ICE421411

Jacquie

irry for the delay in getting b t m sn @with a few large projecis.
-

rules on our DOC signs and will advise ASAP.

m following up with seeing we can put
50, have requeste h p for M points for the Ruakaka Wildlife Refuge. Hopefully will be able to send them
ough today.

&

Il keep in tod

gards %
nie Gibson

nmunity Relation mme Manager

whakahaere j ga
angarei Area fgice )

sartment of Co ation | Te Papa Atawhai

Kaka Street, Whangarei 0110 | PO Box 147, Whangarei 0140
09 470 3304 | Fax: 09 470 3361 | DD¥: 09 470-3367 | VPN: 7267
bsite: www.doc.govi.nz

xm: Jacquie Reed {maillo:JacquieR@nrc.govt.nz]

/1272011



Lynnie Gibson

From: Barry Ashbridgs

Sent: Friday, 4 November 2011 415 p.m.

To: JacquieR@nrc govi nz; Lynnie Gibson

Cc: Terry Conaghan '

Subject: Kite Surfers - Maritime Safety Bylaws - Ruakaka Estuary

li Jacguie / Lynnie
ou were wanting a definition of "Estuary"; to define such areas as the Ruakaka estuary.
1 the absence of a generic definition; Terry Conaghan has provided the following gra cription to-detine the

uakaka estuary:
All of those portions of Ruakaka River and estuary below mean high water %jex ding froidge on

Aarsden Point Road and the causeway on Ruakaka Beach Road to mean low watel mark o Break Bay.
Aore particularly bounded by a line commencing at the intersection o e left ba Ruakaka river and

he easternmost side of the bridge on Marsden Point Road: then fo m¥an higltvate€r, mark generally
outherly along the mean high water mark of the Ruakaka River a tugty untjl i eets the high water mark

t Bream Bay; then by a right line to the mean low water mar, =Tally southerly along the low

R

/ater mark untif it meets a point adjacent to the meeting goj gh wat Bream Bay and high water
1ark on the south side of the Ruakaka estuary; then by&i i€ to th it then generally westerly along mean
igh water mark on the southern side of the Ruakaka to and ghang thehorthern side of the causeway of
uakaka Beach road then generally northerly along stern Ruakaka estuary and river to the

1tersection of the true right bank of the Ru
oad; then along a right line to the point of

:egards '

o %
arry Ashbridge

tatutory Land Management

epartment of Conservation, Whan i,
onservancy Office {69} 470-3300

ost side of the bridge on Marsden Point

24(09} 470-3318 [VPN 7218§)]

@V

4/12/2011]



Lynnie Gibson

From: Jim Lyle [jiml@nrc govt.nz}

Sent:  Tuesday, 8 March 2011 9:01 am.
To: Lynnie Gibson

Subiject: RE: Navigtion Safety Bylaw 2007

[i Lynnie,
or various reasons this has now been put off until next year. There were concerns it would get Jost amongst the long term plan consultation
5 it will now be done separately. This may be beneficial in that it would have been quite pressured if we did it now.

‘hanks
im

m Lyie

egicnal Harbourmaster @
el 09 402 7516

Tom: Lynnie Gibson [mailto:lgibson@doc.govt.nz)
ient: Friday, 4 March 2011 18:04
‘o: Jim Lyle

wubject: Navigtion Safety Bylaw 2007 @
fiJim @
ust wondering when the Navigation Safety Bylaw was co or fevie§ %

tegards

ynnie Gibson @ : ;
rogramme Manager Community Relation
aiwhakahaere Hapori Hononga @
Vhangarei Area Office

"0 Box 147 / 8A Kaka Street %
Vhangarei
‘hone: 09 470-3304 @ X

09 470-3367 (direct)

dential and may be legally privileged.

Lttention:
“his e-mail

I ZEA R R EE RS EE &S E RN
Jet it done o
// pay your }

a/7:
ice >// have your say // apply for a consent
// order a_pu cation // subscribe to email updates
febsite: govt.nz

h****’k*i**|l* |'ﬁ(*******i*****i**‘k****-k'k*'k*'k‘k'k***********************i****i*****************

follow u itter: www.twitter.com/NRCexpress
YORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

this email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.

if you have received this email in error please notify mailroome@nrc.govt.nz.
AR E R RS S R R R R R R R R R D Y Y A g Ay

14/12/2011



yrmiz Gibson

From: Jacquie Reed [JacquieR@nrc.govi.nz)

Sent:  Friday, 18 February 2011 11:42 a.m.

To: Lynnie Gibson

Subject: RE: Ruakaka Estuary

i Lynnie

nanks for that. Katrina Hansen is going to be NRC’s observer to confirm any disturbance to the birds when DOC are not
sheduled to be at Ruakaka. If Katrina confirms any incidents then she will pass on the name and address of the person(s) to me

1d | will undertake follow up,
Jope that helps us keep the birds from being disturbed.

1ope the lawyer can make it work for you.

egards @ >
BCQUEe @
rom; Lynnie Gibson [mailto:igibson@doc.govt.nz] &

ent: Thursday, 17 February 2011 3:46 p.m.

o: Jacquie Reed

ubject: FW: Ruakaka Estuary

i Jacquie @ ; @
ere's an update. @

OC staff on site at Ruakaka Estuary
ttached is the schedule of the dates we will be at the.estudry-

nfortunately these are the only times we ca e, due teiMited staff availability. These times are the most important
zcause they are the peak high tide times T roost] u@ the harbour are flooded, making it crucial that the
e _0n

Friday and this weekend.

uakaka estuary is available for them ’:@ e will
Il staff have been made aware th% re wor rea and there is a good NE blowing and full tide, to please go

awn. %

<DOCDM-663237 AJL< Sum 010 - 2Q11 Kiteboarder Schedule(1).doc>>
rogressing procla

am waiting to he fl our La whether we could have a proclamation banning 'high impact activities' - rather
ian being spe i ing 'kiteﬁ% " and running into the problem of ‘kiteboarding not being a boat or vessel'.
onsultation

fe have completed oupdraiigs eet and questionnaire, but are now waiting on the Lawyer's response as per above to finalise
ie wording about t sing a proctamation to ban 'high impact activities'.

/il keep in t
innie Gibson
smmunily Refations

hangarei Area Office
epartment of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai

4 Kaka Street, Whangarei | PO Box 147, Whangarei 0110
1. 08 470 3304 | Fax: 09 470 3361 | DDI: 09 470-3367 | VPN: 7267

ebsite: www.doc.govt.nz

4/12/2011
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Lynnie Gibson

From: Lynnie Gibson

Sent: Friday, 21 January 2011 9:42 a.m.

To: 'Jacquie Reed'

Cc: Keith Hawkins; Cathy Orevich

Subject: RE: GIS shapefile and this weekend hotline information ICE421411

i Jacquie
equested Terry our GPS mapping person and asked to please send this info to you ASAP.

have organised for a DOC ranger to be oul there today, this weekend and Monday. This will be Bryce Lummis, o iodiversity
:anger - celiphone number 027 292 8432.

le has a camera and will be taking note of any recreational activity thai causes disturbance
hanks for all your support Jacguie. @

heers

ynnie @

rom: Jacquie Reed [mailto:JacquieR@nrc.govt.nz]

ent: Friday, 21 January 2011 9:06 a.m.

‘0: Lynnie Gibson @
€t Keith Hawkins; Cathy Orevich

iubject: GIS shapefile and this weekend hotlined ation 1CE4

mportance: High

li Lynnie, @
had a call from your GIS person yest% e said@
f

ail me the shape file of the wiidlife refuge at Ruakaka but 1

aven't received it yet.
h the NRC Chairman and CEC on Monday.

Jan you ask him to send it again?@% or a

so, will any DOC ranger b nd,this weeker% e the kite boarders are there andfor anyone else? I'm keen to record

ny recreational activity thalegWSe$ disturbance” so e can add this to our investigation. NRC’s hotline person is based in Opua
1is weekend so she isaglikel e avaiwtmnd a call to the site (cc to Cathy for info). Any photos and vehicle regos are

ery useful. Clear idefi i f persan(s
Jaora

acquie @

ir Jacquie Reew?} MonitdMNpg Reegramme Manager - Coastal

orthiand Regional Council i K Hierz A Rohe O Te Taitokerau

fhangarei Mait Centre | CAREL 448 | Freephone: 0800 002 0044 DD 09 470 1108 | Cell: 027 470 1182 | Fax: 09 438 0012

% Plegse think of

k% kkkkk*R AR AKARKR AR AR AR A A I IR R A A A A R A h kb A F A AR R R I AR AT R I A A A I I AR A A AT R AT RN R A KA AR kA

ifng a disturbance is necessary for our investigation.

ent before printing this emoil

Jet it done€ online 24/7:

// pay your invoice // have your say // apply for a consent

// order a publication // subscribe to email updates

debsite: www.nrc.govt.nz

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/NRCexpress

Atk kAR IR T A FAAKREA R A A AL AR A AN A I A A AT A A AT R A A I A A A R AT A AR A A I A IR A A AT I A I IR R I AR A AT TR AA TR AR Rk kLA Rk d* ik

YORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended
sclely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.

If you have received thie email in error please notify mailroom@nrc.govt.nz.
AR kA AT AR T A XA A AR A A AR A AFAAFTAAFTFARE A A A AL A A AR R A A AR d A AR A E R R AT R A kA d kb F kA kb hkdh Ak hd khhkhdh

15/12/2011



Lynnie Gibson

From: Don Roberison

Sent: Tuesday, 18 January 2011 12:.03 p.m.

To: L.ynnie Gibson

Subject: RE: Kite surfers at Ruakaka: NRC letter sent to the kite surfers ICE421411

i Lynnie,
fter reading the DOC outdoor sign SOP
am sure they will need {o have a separate sign for their rules.

owever The NRC rules appear 1o be very clear , why haven't DOC or the NRC just banned all kife boarding, wou ve us all a
ell of a lot of agro.

egards Don @

rom: Lynnie Gibson

ent: Tuesday, 18 January 2011 11:16 a.m.

o: Don Robertson

ubject: FW: Kite surfers at Ruakaka: NRC letter sent to the kite surfer

on

& Jacquie's request to have NRC rules on DOC signs. No

ynnie @

rom: Jacquie Reed [mailto:JacquieR@nrc.govtn
ent: Monday, 17 January 2011 4:10 p.m.
o: Lynnie Gibson

ubject: Kite surfers at Ruakaka: NRE@ to the Kité ICE421411
i Lynnie

lere is a copy of the letter we senkto ¢ ‘b urfers. x ur information only.
m keen to help with this matte 1d really like to the NRC rules on your DOCsigns so that it is clear what activities can and cannot
¢ undertaken. I know t C an hag bgen inyolved in this matter.

hanks ‘%
icquie
Ir Jacquie T oniyonin

nuncit | Te Ka
WHAN

gramme Manager - Coastal

Rohe © Te Taitokeray
Freephone: 0800 002 Q04| DDR{: 09 470 1108 | Celi: 027 470 1182 | Fax: 09 438 0012

erthland Regions
‘hangarei Mail Lentre

% Plecse fhink of the eri Before printing this email

rhdkkkkk ki k kAR LA AR AR AR R R R R AR RS R e R E R R R R R R X R R R R T T R R R I I R e )

iet it 4 e 24/7:

'/ pay vy oice // have your say // apply for a consent

'/ order & blication // subscribe to email updates

lebsite: www.nrc.govt.nz

‘cllow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/NRCexpress

EAERELEESEEE RS L RS R R R EREEREE R N R L L L L L L LR ey

{ORTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL

his email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whem they are addressed.

{f you have received this email in error please notify mailroom@nrc.govt.nz.
Fh KA I F A AR AR AR A A AR I AR AT AR A XA AR A E AL A A AR A AR A F AN AR R AR A AR A A KA R R KRR T AN R AR A A AR A AR A AR A A A d Fhkd &k

15/12/2011



Please Quote File: ICE421411
JRE:SHI

14 January 2011

Mr David Rupert Kay

3B Kepa Road

Ruakaka

Dear Mr Kay

ICE421411: DISTURBANCE OF ROOSTING, FEEDI RE DIN -

INDIGENOUS OR MIGRATORY BIRD SPECIES REC TIO
ACTIVITY INCLUDING KITEBOARDING

The Northland Regional Council (NRC) has eg|o Qal Plan for
Northland, a rule that prohibits any recr 8 tivity A tivity causes
disturbance to roosting, feeding or breedipg’ n enou ory bird species.

This rule is 31.3.2(c) and states that:

Any recreational activity on fo sh reas, i iRG the use of recreational
vehicles and the launching and lof b other craft, which is not
otherwise a permitted activi der Rule or otherwise a discretionary
activity under Rule 31.3.2(b ue of the e activity.......

...... is classified hibited means that you are not allowed to disturb
breeding, roos dmg area. This applies to all recreational activity.

(iii) disturbs the roostm@ or br;e f indigenous or migratory bird species

The NR nsastent Wildlife Act 1953 Section 14(3) which states that
itis an offe 40 do nythlng Iikely to cause any wildlife to leave the wildlife refuge”.
%ﬁmarme area identified within the Ruakaka River and

3 ™0

mg outside the river entrance is designated as a Marine 1
ment Area. This area is highly valued for birds, ecosystems and

¥ ldal areas provide significant habitat for international migratory

irds, including some threatened species.

) ay 9 January 2011, at 2pm, | visited the Ruakaka Estuary in response to a
D Il 'to our Environmental Hotline reporting disturbance of endangered bird
pesjes in the Wildlife Refuge area from kite surfers in the nearby foreshere area.
@m ring my site visit, | observed three kite surfers surfing in the Wildlife Refuge area. |
aiso cbserved two Kite surfers flying their kites directly over the nesting areas of the
birds causing disturbance to the birds.

DOC staff considered this activity to cause disturbance to the breeding, roosting and
feeding birds in that area. Breaches of any rule in our pian may resuit in follow up
actions by NRC staff. This may include formal enforcement such as an abatement
notice, an infringement notice and/or prosecution.



Lynnie Gibson

From:  Craig Gardner [craigg@nre.govi.nz)

Sent: Thursday, 7 October 2010 8:32 a.m.

To: Jim Lyle

Cc: Lynnie Gibson

Subject: RE: Kite boarding in the Ruakaka Wildlife Refuge

Jim

the issue is in particular the Ruakaka estuary, the kite boarders should not be in there anyhow as it is a narrow river and there
Il always be conflict with other users/ both walkers and water users.

y understanding when lan & [ had discussions with Dave Kay before the bylaw approval was thatthe kiteboarders #ére only
¥ing to be operating in the surf at the entrancefriver mouth to the estuary and not in the estua is I8 suppose them a

le distance away from the birds that nest inside the river mouth. Qur understanding was the.b nesting in an nes

zre not affected by the kiteborders using the surf beach.

; also for Bev Woods mentioning swimmers, i is not safe for them to swim in the surfj (6) the ri nother
horel

ason why kiteboarders were given the go ahead fo operate within 200 mirs of the s e. With th VQ;I ts | have had to
tend there | have never seen anybody swimming in that area.

Neers @
raig Gardner

irine Officer

rthland Regional Council

Kaunihera 2 Rohe o Te Tal Tokerau

one: {08} 438 4639 '

zephone: 0800 002 004

1ail: craigg@nrc.govt.nz

‘om: Jim Lyle

ant: Wednesday, 6 October 2010 4:29 p.m.
3: 'lgibson@doc.govt.nz’
2t Jason Dawson; Joce Yeoman; Matt Joh@ Haliiw Ropiha; Laura Shaft; Ian Crayton-Brown; Chris Powell;

mes Harvey; Craig Gardner; Tony Phi

ibject: RE: Kite boarding in the Rua e Refu

i Lynnie, %

1anks for the information Van apce'to comment. hiayve'had ongoing dealings with both parties over the last few years, and recent
ngthy conversations with both ods and Dave Kay“on the subject.

¥y expianation‘to bo h iona igational Safety Bylaw 2007 is just that, a navigation safety device. It’s directly

gy to the whole of Northland. The particular section of concern, 3.2.5 (f) exempts those

could be carried out in Northland. The decision to add this clause to the bylaws was made
ade by & panel of councillors considering the different views.

the case of Ruakaka e here is obviously some friction between the kite-boarders and the wildlife protection groups, and the bylaw is
ntinuously raised a f to stop the kite boarders. We have sent out an officer on a number of occasions after hotline calls regarding
fety, and had len with Dave Kay over safety procedures. We can find no fault with their on water safety procedures.

1 result of Srvations and discussions, is that we do not consider that the issue is a navigational safety issue. Much as I sympathise

pSEQD
ith Bev Wo 5, I have explained to her that I do not think this is a bylaw issue. It is up to DOC to decide if there is a wildlife issue,
d take appropriate’sieps within the estuary. I do not think it would be possible to revoke the exemption to the 5 knot rule for just the
1akaka estuary and for Kite boarders.

ease let me know if you need anything clarifying, or give me a call to discuss.
st regards

1

1 Lyle
rbourmaster
109 402 7516

511272011



